Request for Qualifications
Hawaii Engineering Professionals
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NOTICE TO PROVIDERS OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR SMALL WATER SYSTEMS
SDWB-19-002-ASD

The Department of Health, Safe Drinking Water Branch (SDWB) is seeking qualified engineering firms to provide engineering services for Hawaii’s public community water systems, whose owners serve 10,000 persons or less (“Engineering Services for Small Water Systems”).  The services are part of a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) program to provide direct technical assistance to Hawaii’s small water systems.

Background:
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) Amendments of 1996 authorized DWSRF to assist publicly-owned and privately-owned community water systems and nonprofit non-community water systems to finance the costs of infrastructure needed to achieve or maintain compliance with SDWA requirements and to protect the public health in conformance with the objectives of the SDWA.  To receive a loan, a water system must submit documents that require the services of a licensed Professional Engineer.  Submittals include planning documents, plans and specifications, environmental documents, and Federal forms/certifications.  While the DWSRF loan may reimburse for planning and design costs, most of the expenses for the services provided by a licensed Professional Engineer are incurred before the loan is awarded.

In order to assist these small water systems serving less than or equal to 10,000 customers, the SDWB will provide a licensed Professional Engineer to the water system for the purposes of completing the necessary DWSRF loan requirements.  This will eliminate or reduce the “upfront” expenditures of the system. The water system will NOT receive the planning and design allowance associated with the loan award as these funds will be provided directly to the engineering firm.

Proposal Information:
The proposals from this solicitation will be used by SDWB to generate a list of pre-qualified engineering firms who are approved to participate in projects.  The Engineering Services for Small Water Systems contract seeks to provide competent engineering expertise for Hawaii’s small water systems to assist in the development of a system wide capital improvement plan and the initiation of a high priority DWSRF financed infrastructure project. An interested small water system is eligible for up to $100,000.00 of engineering services from an engineering firm on this list.

Each Engineering Services for Small Water Systems contract applies only to the following engineering work which may be performed for/on Eligible Projects*.  The following list includes projects that address SDWA health standards that have been exceeded or to prevent future violations of rules, and projects to replace aging infrastructure needed to maintain compliance or further public health protection goals of the SDWA.

· Install or upgrade treatment facilities, if the project would improve the quality of drinking water to comply with primary or secondary drinking water standards;
· Install or upgrade storage facilities, including finished water reservoirs, to prevent microbiological contaminants from entering the water system;
· Install or upgrade pump stations to maintain pressure in the water system;
· Install or replace transmission and distribution pipes to prevent contamination caused by leaks or breaks in the pipe, or improve water pressure to safe levels;
· Install and enhance security at drinking water systems, such as fencing, lighting, motion detectors, and cameras;
· Install and/or replace water meters and/or other conservation measures; and/or
· Interconnections.

*Given the protracted length of time required to secure all necessary permits and approvals associated with the installation of a new well, the Engineering Services for Small Water Systems contract is not available for projects associated with the installation of a new well.

As a limited amount of resources are currently available for the Engineering Services for Small Water Systems contracts, the SDWB will provide funds for engineering services in a ranked order. Funds will be provided to interested small water systems serving less than or equal to 10,000 residents with those ranked water systems serving less than or equal to 500 persons receiving highest priority, those water systems serving less than or equal to 3,300 persons receiving next highest priority and then on to those water systems serving 10,000 persons or less receiving last highest priority.  Satellite water systems which are owned by water systems serving more than a total of 10,000 persons in the State of Hawaii are not eligible for these engineering services.  As water systems apply to utilize engineering services, some engineering firms on this Engineering Services for Small Water Systems list will be contacted and offered the opportunity to contract for the work specified for that project.  Engineering firms will be paired with small water system projects based on methodology set forth by the SDWB.

Requirements for Engineering Firms:
Proposals will be used to include engineering firms on the list if the proposals successfully demonstrate that the firm:
a. Employs a licensed Professional Engineer registered in Hawaii,
b. Has prepared planning documents and/or design documents for the DWSRF program or other federally funded programs (e.g., US Department of Agriculture, Federal Highways Administration, etc.) for at least two (2) projects in the last five (5) years, and
c. Has experience working with small drinking water systems in Hawaii and acquiring approvals for drinking water projects in Hawaii.

Compensation Milestones:
In general, the engineer shall be paid upon completion of milestones as noted below:
	Milestone
	% Compensation

	1. Engineer attends the pre-planning meeting with Hawaii SDWB and water system.  Engineer prepares planning documents and submits them to the SDWB by the DWSRF deadline.
	20

	2. Environmental Decision Document (or equivalent) is issued by Hawaii SDWB.
	10

	3. Engineer prepares signed and stamped plans and specifications with an engineering report and submits to SDWB by the DWSRF deadline.
	10

	4. Engineer receives all required permits by the DWSRF deadline.
	20

	5. Engineer submits a completed loan application to Hawaii SDWB by the DWSRF deadline.
	20

	6. DWSRF loan agreement is executed between the loan applicant (water system) and the SDWB.
	20



If the small water system elects to withdraw from the loan and/or will not be closing on a loan for other reasons, but the engineer has completed the planning, design, and loan application requirements as indicated in Milestones #1 through #5 above, the engineer shall be compensated for Milestone #6 above.

In addition to the milestones indicated above, once the engineering firm enters into a written agreement with SDWB to perform work and has been assigned a project for a small water system seeking DWSRF assistance, the engineering firm will be required to submit monthly progress reports to SDWB and provide a copy of each report to the water system owner or administrator.

Bidding Procedures:
In order to be included in the list of engineering firms approved to participate in the Engineering Services for Small Water Systems, please submit a proposal demonstrating that your firm meets the requirements for engineering firms listed above.  Describe all experience, from the previous five (5) years, that the engineering firm has with the DWSRF or CWSRF program, other federally funded programs, with drinking water systems, and specifically with small systems.  Descriptions should include:
a. Types of projects, with details, completed through the DWSRF or CWSRF program;
b. The name, address, and Public Water System Identification (PWSID) number, if applicable, of any systems with which the engineering firm participated in the DWSRF or CWSRF program; and
c. The name, address, and PWSID number, if applicable, of any small water system serving less than or equal to 10,000 persons that the engineering firm currently or previously represented.

Solicitation Schedule:
Under the requirements of Section 103D-304, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the SDWB Chief is authorized to invite interested individuals or firms engaged in providing professional services for inclusion on a list of qualified professionals. Individuals or firms interested in being considered for this project, and have the necessary experience and qualifications, are invited to submit a letter of interest, a copy of their DPW form 120, and a copy of their resume.
1. Solicitation posted on HANDS on Tuesday, June 26, 2018.
2. Questions are due Tuesday, July 3, 2018 by 3:00 p.m. via e-mail to joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov.
3. Questions will be answered via e-mail by Tuesday, July 10, 2018 by 3:00 p.m. via e-mail to joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov. 
4. Bids are due Thursday, July 19, 2018 by 3:00 p.m. via e-mail to joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov. (no hard-copies).
5. Engineers selected for the list will be notified by Friday, August 3, 2018.

If you have any questions, please contact Joanna L. Seto at (808) 586-4258 or joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov.

Bidder Requirements:
All bidders must be compliant with the State Procurement Office (SPO) Hawaii Compliance Express (HCE) https://vendors.ehawaii.gov/hce/splash/welcome.html.
